
APPLICATION TO THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ETHICAL REVIEW BOARD

I hereby request the Mykolas Romeris University Research Ethics Compliance Committee to review and issue a decision regarding the ethical compliance of the planned Research (additional questions may be added as necessary) based on the information provided below.

(Application Form)

MYKOLAS ROMERIS UNIVERSITY 
(Department)
(Position, Name and Surname)

APPLICATION

 (date) 
A few general tips for completing the application:
1. Provide comprehensive answers. One of the most common reasons applications are returned for revision is that research procedures are described superficially, too briefly, or in an abstract manner.
2. Fill out all sections. If a particular section (e.g., regarding specific equipment or vulnerable groups) does not apply to your Research, briefly explain why it is not relevant (e.g., "Not applicable, as the study will only involve legally competent adults").
3. Ensure consistency. Make sure the information provided across different sections and appendices aligns clearly and logically. For example, details in the main application must strictly match what is stated in the Informed Consent Form (Appendix 5).
4. Write in clear, accessible language. The Ethics Committee consists of representatives from various scientific fields, so it is best to avoid overly specific terminology understood only by experts in your niche.
5. Do not be afraid to acknowledge risks. Research with absolutely zero risk—even minimal risk—hardly exists. Trying to convince the committee that a study has no negative aspects whatsoever often demonstrates a lack of experience in identifying potential threats rather than proving the study's safety.
6. Involve your supervisor! If the application is being prepared by a student (Master's or PhD), it is highly recommended to draft it together with, or carefully coordinate it with, your academic supervisor.
7. If the Research is part of a larger funded project, please do not include the full project application document in the appendices.
8. Be detailed, yet concise. Describe your research procedures thoroughly, but keep them concise.

	1. Title of the Research (hereinafter referred to as "the Research") in Lithuanian and English.
This section specifies the research title formulated by the principal investigator or supervisor. If the study is part of a broader funded project and the application is being prepared for all project activities, the official project title may be entered here, though it is not mandatory. The title of the specific study can be narrower and more specific than the project itself, especially if the project encompasses several studies utilizing different methodologies. If several fundamentally different studies are planned within the framework of a single project—for example, combining an experiment with a longitudinal observation, conducting qualitative and quantitative surveys separately, or combining new data collection with the analysis of archival data—it is recommended to submit separate applications for these distinct stages. By separating the studies, it becomes much easier and clearer for the Ethics Committee to evaluate the specific features and risks of each method, and researchers will avoid the confusion of trying to fit multiple studies into a single application form.

	2. Principal Investigator and Co-investigators (indicate all researchers participating in the Research and their represented fields of science).


	3. Indicate the area(s) of science covered by your planned Research:
Social Sciences 
Humanities 
Other  ........................ (please specify)

	4. Indicate the specific fields of science covered by your planned Research:
Educational Sciences 
Economics 
Philology 
Philosophy 
Communication and Information 
Political Sciences 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Law 
Management 
Other  ................ (please specify)


	5. Description of the Research (up to 200 words) (state the aim, objectives of the Research, etc.).

The brief research description is intended to help Ethics Committee members form a general overview of the planned activities before delving into specific methodological or data protection details. Because the committee consists of representatives from various scientific disciplines, researchers are advised to draft this section in the clearest, most universally understandable language possible, avoiding highly specific jargon known only to a narrow circle of specialists. Upon reading this text, a committee member should immediately understand the core research problem and why this study is being initiated.

Although the text is limited to 200 words, the researcher must include the following highlights: the primary aim of the Research, the essential objectives to achieve that aim, and a brief context. In this section, the committee seeks to understand the scientific or social value the planned work will create.

	6. Research methods, instruments, and subjects/participants, Research location (describe the methods, instruments, who the subjects/participants will be, and where the Research will take place; attach research instruments to the application):

The information provided in this section should help the Ethics Committee member view the entire research process through the participant's eyes—from the moment the participant sees the invitation to the moment the study concludes. When describing the research method, it is not enough to state "quantitative" or "qualitative"—it is better to specify the chosen research method and design precisely. If it is a quantitative study, specify whether it uses a cross-sectional, longitudinal, experimental, or quasi-experimental design (e.g., an independent-groups experiment with three repeated measures). If it is a qualitative study, indicate which methodology will be followed (e.g., grounded theory). An accurate description allows committee members to evaluate potential risks in advance (for instance, it is difficult or even impossible to conduct longitudinal studies completely anonymously). When describing the research procedure, specify exactly what the participant will have to do and in what sequence (for example, the participant will have to complete a 20-question online survey that will take about 15 minutes, or participate in a one-hour audio-recorded interview).

Therefore, in this section, it is also important to list all questionnaires, tests, interview guidelines, or technical equipment used. If the study will collect sensitive information involving emotionally difficult experiences or requiring highly personal openness, it is mandatory to provide the committee with the actual content of the instruments, i.e., not just describe the instruments but also attach the exact questions planned for participants. In this section, the researcher must also define their target group: indicating the participants' age, gender, social status, and exclusion criteria. It is also important to justify the planned sample size and describe the sampling process.

Finally, the researcher must specify the concrete physical or virtual space where data collection will take place and explain how participant privacy will be ensured in that environment. If the study is in-person, clearly identify the location—a university laboratory, a specific school classroom, a company office, or a public space. If the study is conducted remotely, specify the platforms used (e.g., a survey in Qualtrics, an interview via Zoom, or an online experiment on the Gorilla platform). If the Research will be conducted in a specific closed institution, such as a school, hospital, company, or prison, it must be clearly stated whether official permission from the head of that institution to conduct the Research has already been obtained (or how it will be obtained).

	7. Will Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies be used during Research?
   Yes	 No

If AI technologies will be used during the Research, please fill out Annex 6. 

You do not need to declare Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools if they solely perform a supportive administrative or text-editing function, do not directly determine the research results, are not used for processing sensitive data, and are not the object of the Research. For example, you should not indicate AI usage in your application if you utilize language and grammar editing programs, such as Grammarly, LanguageTool, Microsoft Editor, or other integrated spell checkers intended exclusively for correcting the language of your manuscript or application. Likewise, there is no need to declare search and literature management systems (scientific database search engines, Zotero, Mendeley, or similar programs) that use machine learning algorithms for literature search and organization. Basic translation tools (Google Translate, DeepL) should also not be declared if they are used strictly for personal translation of scientific literature.

On the other hand, you must declare AI tools—such as large language models, other generative AI, and machine learning algorithms—if they play a substantial role in your research methodology, data collection, or analysis. This includes situations where systems like ChatGPT, Claude, or Midjourney are used to create research instruments (questionnaires, interview questions, scenarios), write data analysis code, or even generate a literature review. A declaration is also mandatory if you upload research participants' responses, texts, or interview transcriptions into AI tools to perform thematic analysis, code text, or search for patterns, as well as if AI models are used to create fake but realistic synthetic data that is subsequently analyzed in the study. Finally, AI usage must be indicated when the AI tool itself is the object of the Research (e.g., investigating students' interactions with ChatGPT) or when it is used as an intervention.

If your case of AI usage does not fall into the scenarios described here, it is better to check "Yes" and briefly explain the purpose of the AI usage in Appendix 6.

	8. If research instruments not created by the researchers themselves are to be used, indicate how copyright compliance and lawful use of the instruments have been ensured; indicate sources of instruments and attach obtained permissions for their use. 

In this section, researchers are asked to indicate to which of the possible categories their planned research instrument belongs and to provide appropriate evidence of the legality of its use. The description of the instruments should be presented in the same order as they were introduced in section six. If the questionnaire, interview guidelines, or observation protocol was created specifically for this study by the researcher, indicate that the research instrument is original and created by the researcher (no additional permissions are needed).

If the instrument is publicly available and its authors clearly declare that it can be freely used for non-commercial scientific purposes, it is sufficient to simply state this and specify the exact source—an article, a book, or a database—where the instrument is provided (it is not necessary to attach the source itself in the appendices). However, if a questionnaire created by another scientist is presented in an article that does not contain explicit permission to use it, the author should be contacted personally, and the correspondence showing their consent to let you use this tool in your Research should be attached to the application. Furthermore, if the instrument is translated or somehow adapted before use, obtaining permission merely to use the instrument is not enough—you must obtain separate permission from the original author specifically for the translation and adaptation.

If you use a commercial or standardized test, which is especially common in psychology and education research (for example, WISC, MMPI, or similar methodologies), you must indicate that the test was legally purchased. Permissions, whether in email or official licenses, must be clearly legible and attached as official appendices to the application.

	9. Stages and timeframe of Research implementation (briefly indicate the stages, start and end dates of the Research).

When filling out this section, it is worth remembering that the Ethics Committee does not consider studies for which data collection has already begun or concluded; therefore, the data collection start date indicated in the application must be scheduled in the future. An exception applies when the researcher uses certain data archives for the study that were compiled for non-research purposes (e.g., student achievement data).

In this section, the committee must clearly see the logical progression of the Research, which is recommended to be broken down into three or four main stages, specifying the preliminary month and year (for example, April – June 2026). These stages should briefly reflect preparatory work, such as preparing instruments, conducting pilot (exploratory) research, or obtaining permissions from institutions, research participants, and their representatives. Subsequently, you should clearly indicate the data collection stage, the stages of data systematization, coding, and statistical analysis, and, finally, the conclusion of the Research, encompassing the preparation of publications, submission of reports, and data archiving or destruction. Furthermore, if the planned study is longitudinal and will last for several years, the approximate dates of the anticipated measurement waves should be clearly specified.

	10.  Indicate the source(s) of funding and/or the Research Funder (if the Research is commissioned, attach a copy of the Research order/contract): 

This section is important so that the Ethics Committee can evaluate potential conflicts of interest. Committee members must ensure that the funding institution or the research sponsor will not exert undue influence on the study design, the interpretation of the results, or the publication of the data, and that the well-being of the research participants will not be sacrificed for commercial interests. If you are conducting the Research as part of your regular academic duties and no specific budget has been allocated, this should be stated.

If the Research is funded by programs of the Research Council of Lithuania, specify the exact name of the program, the project acronym, and the contract or project number. If the Research was commissioned by a business enterprise, a ministry, a municipality, or a non-governmental organization, it is important to state the exact name of the sponsor and attach a copy of the research commissioning contract to the application. The Ethics Committee must verify that the contract does not contain any clauses that would compromise scientific impartiality or objectivity. If the contract contains commercial secrets, those specific parts of the copy can be redacted. Finally, if any circumstances could be interpreted as a conflict of interest, briefly explain them in this section and outline the steps you will take to ensure the Research remains objective and impartial.

	11. Will vulnerable persons participate in the Research? Vulnerable persons are considered to be those whose consent to participate in psychological Research may be affected by external circumstances or who are partially or fully unable to defend their own interests:


- Individuals who, due to their health condition, cannot be considered capable of adequately assessing their interests	    Yes	  No
- Individuals under 18 years of age	    Yes	  No
- Students, if their participation in the Research is related to their studies   Yes	  No
- Individuals living in social care institutions	    Yes	  No
- Soldiers during their active military service	    Yes	  No
- Employees of the institutions where the Research is conducted who are subordinate to the researcher	    Yes	  No
- Individuals in prisons or other places of detention	    Yes	  No
- Other socially vulnerable individuals or groups (please specify) 	    Yes	  No

10.1. If vulnerable persons are to participate in the Research, explain how the protection of their interests will be ensured. 

In this section, you must demonstrate to the Ethics Committee that you clearly understand why your chosen target group is vulnerable—whether due to a power imbalance, age, health condition, or restricted liberty—and detail the specific actions you will take to mitigate any potential harm or pressure. For example, if you plan to study children and minors (under 18 years of age), it is important to state here that a dual confirmation will be obtained briefly: official written informed consent from parents or guardians, alongside the child's own verbal or written assent, provided in an adapted language they can easily understand (the specific forms of consent and assent will be discussed in detail in section 14).

This section should also address studies involving the researcher's own students or direct subordinates. In such situations, it is crucial to consider and describe the risks posed by power imbalances, as well as your mechanisms for managing them. If you are researching your own students, you must clearly specify how you will guarantee that a refusal to participate will have absolutely no negative impact on their academic evaluations. To avoid any direct or indirect pressure, it is recommended to outline protective measures to the committee, such as delegating data collection to a third party (for instance, a fellow researcher) or organizing a completely anonymous survey.

If your Research will include individuals living in social care facilities, correctional institutions, or other closed environments, you must consider and describe how their capacity to independently and freely give informed consent will be assessed. The committee needs to see your plan for ensuring that the head of the institution, a supervisor, or an officer will not exert any influence or force their wards or subordinates to participate. Finally, because all these listed groups are highly sensitive and easily vulnerable, the application must foresee and describe the provision of professional psychological support if the research questions or procedures cause participants unexpected stress, fright, or emotional discomfort.

10.2 If persons under 18 years of age are to participate in the Research, researchers' QR codes must be attached to the application in accordance with the Informatikos ir ryšių departamento prie Lietuvos respublikos vidaus reikalų ministerijos direktoriaus 2024 m. spalio 31 d.  įsakymu Nr. 5V-123 („Dėl teisėto darbo su vaikais kodo išdavimo ir naudojimo tvarkos aprašo ir teisėto darbo su vaikais kodo atvaizdavimo formos patvirtinimo“) - TAR, 2024-11-05, Nr. 19224


	12. Indicate whether any risk or harm to Research participants may arise during the Research and how this risk or harm is planned to be mitigated. 

When filling out this part of the application, researchers must remember that studies with absolutely no risk are rare; therefore, it is essential to reflect critically in advance and point out even seemingly minor threats to the committee. If your planned Research does not pose any specific or obvious dangers, you must clearly state that the risk experienced by participants does not exceed the minimal risk encountered in everyday life. However, if the Research is more complex, you are required to describe at least several risks in detail, along with specific planned mitigation measures. The most crucial aspect is to evaluate psychological and emotional risks, which typically arise when asking personal or open questions about mental health, experienced trauma, harassment, loss, family relationships, personal failures, or other sensitive topics. The application must discuss whether such questions might cause the participant stress, anxiety, or shame, or trigger painful memories, and how the participant's emotional well-being will be ensured in such situations.

It is also important to consider social, reputational, and economic risks. Threats of this nature usually emerge when collecting information that, if accidentally leaked or insufficiently anonymized, could cause the research participant real harm in their workplace or lead to marginalization in society or within their family. Furthermore, depending on the research methodology used, researchers should not overlook potential risks to physical health. Physical discomfort most commonly arises during experiments involving special equipment.

In all these cases, the researcher must not only identify potential physical, social, and other risks but also clearly describe the preventive actions to minimize them. If the existing risks do not fall into the scenarios or categories described here, it is still crucial to outline them. Finally, research risks related to the dissemination of research results—for example, publishing the findings could harm research participants—should be discussed separately in Section 18.


	13. Indicate whether participation in the Research will be voluntary and how this voluntary nature is planned to be ensured. 

In this section, you must carefully consider and describe how the voluntary nature of participation in your Research will be ensured. You should consider whether participants will have sufficient time to review the study information and make an informed decision without feeling rushed. It is crucial to clearly state that a refusal to participate will have absolutely no negative impact on their academic evaluations, working conditions, or overall relationship with the institution.

Furthermore, you need to explain how you will guarantee that participants face no direct or indirect pressure to join the study. The application must also detail how this voluntary consent will be technically or physically recorded. Finally, you should outline the specific procedures that ensure the participant's right to withdraw from the Research at any time, whether the study has already begun or has concluded.

	14.  Indicate whether the participants' agreement to participate in the Research will be based on informed consent. Submit the prepared informed consent forms with the application (see Annex 5). 

To the Ethics Committee, "informed consent" means much more than a mere signature or a checked box—it is an assurance that the person clearly understands what they are participating in, what participation may require of them, the conditions of the study, and that they voluntarily agree to it. Except for very specific cases (discussed in Section 15), the answer to this question must be affirmative; that is, consent to participate in the Research must be based on the individual's informed consent. When completing this section, the researcher should first describe the content of the consent form—specifically, what key aspects of the study the participant will be informed about. Concurrently, the form and procedure for obtaining consent should be briefly and clearly outlined here, and the prepared, final informed consent text must be attached to the application (Appendix 5).

After describing the content of the consent form, it is important to detail the exact method of obtaining it. If an in-person study is planned, such as live interviews, focus groups, or experiments, written consent is most commonly used, so you must discuss at what point before the procedures begin it will be presented to the participant. For online surveys, electronic consent is typically applied; therefore, the application should specify exactly where in the survey the informational text will be presented and how you will technically ensure that the participant can only begin the study after actively expressing their consent. Although less common, verbal consent is sometimes used, especially during telephone interviews or when studying specific social groups that avoid signing official documents. In such cases, it must be stated that the entire consent text will be read aloud in its entirety, and the actual fact of the participant's consent will be recorded in an audio recording.

Special attention should also be paid to the content and language of the consent text itself. It must be written in simple, non-academic, and non-legal language, avoiding complex terminology so that a person with a high school education can easily read and understand it. The form must transparently and clearly lay out the essential elements of the Research: the purpose of the study, the expected duration of participation, exactly what the participant will need to do, and any potential risks or inconveniences. Furthermore, the consent text must define the data retention period and procedures, clearly emphasize the principle of voluntary participation and the right to withdraw freely at any time, and mandatorily provide the direct contact details of the principal investigator (and their academic supervisor, if a student conducts the Research) so the participant can reach out if any questions arise.

	15. If informed consent cannot be obtained from the Research participants themselves, indicate how their safety, rights, and dignity will be ensured. 

If your Research involves individuals legally or physically unable to provide informed consent, such as children or persons with severe disabilities, the application must detail how the official written consent of their legal representatives—parents, guardians, or caretakers—will be obtained. In this section, you must also comprehensively explain how the participant's own personal assent will be sought. When studying young children or individuals with disabilities, it is necessary to indicate to the committee what specific body language, emotional reactions, or behavior you will treat as a clear desire to participate in the study, and what expressions you will consider as dissent. Furthermore, the researcher must describe the behavioral changes they will closely monitor throughout the process to promptly notice the participant's discomfort, reluctance to continue communicating, or severe fatigue, which would obligate the immediate termination of the research procedures.

If you are conducting covert observation in public spaces (for example, assessing people's behavior in a natural environment), you must thoroughly justify the applied ethical procedures in this section and explain to the committee why a standard request for consent would ruin the research methodology. In such studies, it is mandatory to clearly specify the security measures you will take to avoid collecting or recording any personally identifying information during the observation. Similar privacy assurance principles apply when you plan to use various archival data in your Research—the application must unambiguously describe the procedure ensuring that archival data will be reliably anonymized even before it is officially handed over to the researcher.


	16. Indicate how Research participants will be informed that they may withdraw from the Research at any time and that they may demand the withdrawal of their data. 

In this section, you must describe the specific procedures for withdrawing from the Research. First of all, indicate exactly where the research participant will see or hear information about this option, and for how long their right to revoke consent will remain valid. Explain how the participant will be able to terminate their participation during the study itself. If the study is conducted online and simply closing the browser window is sufficient, it must be clearly stated what will be done with the already entered responses in such cases—whether incomplete questionnaires will be automatically deleted, or nevertheless saved and used for analysis (the described procedures must strictly match the information provided to the participant). Here, it is also worth considering how you will distinguish questionnaires abandoned due to the participant's willful decision to withdraw from those left incomplete due to technical issues. If the Research is not conducted electronically, describe by what actions or words participants will be able to express their desire to terminate their participation in the study immediately.

In this section, it is also necessary to clearly define the data withdrawal procedures and their limits, keeping in mind that the right to request data destruction is valid only as long as the researcher can identify the data. If the study is completely anonymous, you must warn the participant (for example, before accessing the survey or at its very end) that, once responses are submitted, data withdrawal will no longer be possible, as the researcher will have no technical means to trace a specific individual's responses. Meanwhile, in the case of non-anonymous studies (for example, interviews where personal identity is recorded), the researcher must specify a concrete, reasonable timeframe—such as 14 days after the interview or until complete data anonymization—during which the participant can reach out via the provided contacts and demand the deletion of their submitted information.

	17. Indicate how Research participants will be informed about the opportunities to discuss aspects of the Research with the researcher(s) and to contact them both during and after the Research. 

This section addresses the researcher's accountability and the participant's right to feedback. Researchers often forget that participants may have questions or complaints not only during the study but also after it has ended. At this point, you must clearly indicate which communication channels and at what times research participants can contact the researcher if questions or doubts arise, or if they wish to receive additional information about the study. If the Research is conducted by a student (Master's or PhD student), it is mandatory to provide the contact details (first name, last name, institutional email address, and phone number) of not only yourself but also your research supervisor. It is also important to consider and describe how the participant will maintain these contacts after the study concludes.


	18. Indicate the planned dissemination of Research results, whether the dissemination of results will cause harm to the subjects, and if such harm were to arise, how it is planned to be mitigated. 

In this section, the researcher must clearly identify the intended channels for disseminating the results: from a strictly academic audience (theses, scientific publications) to the general public, open data repositories, or direct research sponsors. At the same time, it is necessary to critically evaluate whether the published results may cause social, psychological, or reputational harm to research participants and the communities they represent. Special attention should be paid to the risk of individual identification, which significantly increases when publishing excerpts from qualitative Research or opening quantitative data, as specific quotes or demographic details could allow specific individuals to be recognized. It is also mandatory to consider the risk of group stigma, where negative findings could lead to an unfavorable public or employer perception of the entire studied organization or social group.

For each identified risk, the researcher must provide specific methods to mitigate it. In quantitative Research, it should be stated that publications will present only aggregated, generalized statistical data, making it impossible to identify individual persons. When publishing qualitative results, such as interview quotes, it is essential to emphasize the use of pseudonyms and the masking or omission of any details that could identify a person or an institution. If necessary, it is also worth considering a member-checking method, which would allow research participants to review and approve their quotes before they are made public.


	19. Indicate how the safety, dignity, and rights of Research participants will be ensured if, for methodological reasons, the aim of the Research cannot be disclosed to them, or if the Research may cause a feeling of discomfort. 

This section is dedicated to specific situations in which the research design requires intentional deception or the withholding of information from the participant (incomplete disclosure). In social Research, especially psychological Research, it sometimes happens that disclosing the study's true purpose in advance can distort participants' natural behavior during the study. If deception is not applied and the study does not cause any discomfort, you can simply state so in this section. However, if deception or incomplete disclosure is indeed necessary, it is important to thoroughly consider and justify in this section why it is impossible to achieve scientifically valid results without using this method.

If deception or partial withholding of information is used in the study, this section must also describe how all research procedures, objectives, and the necessity of applying deception will be explained to the participant after the study. The researcher must ensure and detail that, after revealing the truth or full information, the participant will be given the right to revoke their consent and demand the destruction of their data, since their initial consent was not fully informed.


	20. Indicate how the personal data of Research participants will be stored and managed, and how its confidentiality will be ensured. 

This section is crucial for evaluating the study's compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) requirements; therefore, researchers must clearly describe how risks related to personal data leakage will be managed. Since this section partially overlaps with the information provided in the Data Management Plan (DMP), please provide only a concise overview of the storage of personal research data here. You should identify and justify exactly what personal data is necessary to achieve the research objectives. Additionally, you must specify how the participants' personal data will be separated from the main research data. In other words, explain how the replacement of personally identifying information with special codes will be implemented, and how the key linking the personal data to the main dataset will be securely stored.

At the same time, the digital and physical storage environments for personal data, along with the security measures applied, must be precisely defined here. It is necessary to briefly state who exactly will have the right to access and process raw, identifying personal data. Usually, this right is granted only to the principal investigator, and in the case of student research, to the academic supervisor as well. If the data will be processed by third parties, such as hired transcribers, it must be mentioned that strict confidentiality agreements will be signed with them. You must also specify the exact retention period for personal data, justified by legal or institutional requirements (for example, five years after publication), and explain the procedure for its destruction. The description should conclude with a confirmation that, upon the expiration of this term, all digital personal data will be irreversibly deleted and paper documents will be safely destroyed using a paper shredder.


	21. Indicate whether it is planned to compensate or reward Research participants for participation. If so, in what way?

In this section, the researcher must clearly indicate whether the research participants will be compensated for their time and effort. If no compensation is planned, it is sufficient to state this. However, if you do plan to compensate the participants, you must accurately describe the form and amount of the compensation. Compensation can vary widely: direct monetary rewards, gift certificates, small souvenirs, or entry into a lottery to win a valuable prize. It is important to specify the exact value in detail (for example, a 10-euro bookstore gift voucher or a 20-euro bank transfer).


	22. Indicate whether the compensation or reward for participation in the Research will not become the decisive factor for subjects to participate. Justify the fairness of the compensation and its proportionality to the scope of involvement in the Research. 

This section is completed if research participants are being compensated for their involvement in the study. If no compensation is planned, it is sufficient to state this simply again.

The researcher must evaluate and justify that the offered compensation is adequate for the participant's time or inconvenience, yet not so disproportionately large as to constitute an undue inducement to participate, thereby causing them to ignore potential research risks. This is particularly sensitive when studying socially vulnerable populations, minors, or low-income groups, for whom an excessively large financial incentive could exert indirect pressure to accept study conditions they would not normally agree to of their own free will.

Finally, it is necessary to clearly define the conditions and procedures for delivering the compensation, especially in cases where a participant exercises their right to withdraw from the study before it concludes. Good research ethics practice dictates that the reward (or at least a proportionate share of it) should be provided even if participation is terminated prematurely, ensuring the individual does not feel financially obligated to complete an uncomfortable procedure. If a lottery or prize draw method is chosen for compensation, it is vital to outline transparent rules and, most importantly, explain how participants' contact details (email addresses or phone numbers needed to deliver the prize) will be technically separated from their submitted responses so that the anonymity of the questionnaires is not compromised.


	23.  If the Research involves testing on animals, indicate whether permission from the State Food and Veterinary Service has been obtained. Attach a copy of the permission to the application. 

This section is exclusively dedicated to research involving animals, which requires strict compliance with national and European Union legislation. The researcher must clearly indicate whether interventional tests or experiments that cause distress or pain to animals will be performed during the study. If such experiments are planned, the answer must be affirmative, and the researcher is obligated to inform the committee about the official permit already obtained from the State Food and Veterinary Service (VMVT). It is important to emphasize that, according to the university's Ethics Committee regulations, this permit must be obtained before applying to the committee; therefore, a copy must be attached to the application.


	24. If the Research or parts thereof require permission in accordance with the Law on Ethics of Biomedical Research of the Republic of Lithuania, indicate whether it has been obtained. Attach a copy of the permission to the application.

In this section, the researcher must responsibly evaluate whether the planned research falls under the regulatory scope of the Law on Ethics of Biomedical Research of the Republic of Lithuania. If the research meets the criteria for a biomedical study, the university committee's regulations dictate that you must obtain approval from the Lithuanian Bioethics Committee or the relevant regional biomedical research ethics committee before submitting this application. A copy of this permit must be attached.

If the Research is exclusively of a social, educational, or psychological nature without any biomedical elements, you need to clearly and unambiguously State in this section that the aforementioned law does not apply to your study, and a special biomedical permit is not required.


	25. Confirm that the Research will be conducted in accordance with this application and relevant legal acts. 

I Confirm 




	_____________________________
	_____________________________

	(Name, surname, position of the researcher or head of research group) 
	(Signature)







