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I. David Wheat is associate professor of
system dynamics at the University of Bergen in
Norway, where he teaches the modeling
process course and the policy design course
and supervises student research in the
international master's degree program in
system dynamics. He conducts public policy
research in demographics and economics, plus
policy design research aimed at improving the
methodology of system dynamics modeling.
Wheat's chapter on "Model-based Policy
Design that Takes Implementation Seriously"
will appear in Policy Informatics (MIT Press,
forthcoming). His most recent journal publication is “What Can System
Dynamics Learn from the Public Policy Implementation Literature?” (Systems
Research and Behavioural Science). Recent research grants in the field of
economic demography have generated four conference papers this year: A
Simulation Model of Demography & Economy in Lithuania and Diagramming
a Feedback Model of Emigration (both at the European Operational Research
Conference, Vilnius), Modeling Fertility in Lithuania (International Conference
of the System Dynamics Society, St. Gallen), and Colombia's Demographic
Transition: Causes and Consequences (Colombian System Dynamics
Conference, Cali.)
Wheat is also visiting professor of economics at ISM University of
Management and Economics in Lithuania and adjunct professor of economics
at Virginia Western Community College in the United States. He is pastpresident of the economics chapter of the International System Dynamics
Society, and has conducted guest lectures in Africa, Europe, and North and
South America. In collaboration with colleagues in Ukraine, he is currently
managing a three-year project to develop system dynamics capacity within
the economics department at National University Kiev-Mohyla Academy.
For three decades, he was president of Wheat Resources Inc, a management
consulting firm serving business and government clients. He received his
PhD in system dynamics at the University of Bergen, his master’s degree in
public policy from Harvard University, and his bachelor’s degree in political
science at Texas Tech University. During the 1970s, he served at the White
House as staff assistant to the President of the United States.

